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Brief history of the the Australia
‘new megafauna’



Brief history of the the Australia
‘new megafauna’ #2



Conservation Conundrum



Sharply contrasting biogeography



Focus on impacts of buffalo In
Kakadu National Park



Contrasting effects of high Buffalo
and Banteng populations



Woody expansion on Kakadu freshwater
floodplains



Statistical analysis unable to
relate woody expansion to buffalo
densities



Ongoing woody expansion



Why the contrasting effects of
buffalo and banteng?



The empty
megafauna
niche —
particularly
browsers



Preferential

Pleistocene

extinction of
marsupial
browsers



Did Aboriginal landscape burning
disadvantage browsers and favour
grazers?



Open country
around the
outstations

Thick vegetation

at the
unoccupied sites




Aboriginal landscape burning and
megafauna to extinction



Scat abundance index
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Conclusions



