WEST COAST NATIONAL PARK – BACKGROUND
The unique and diverse habitats of Langebaan Lagoon and its salt marshes and wetlands, the granitic islands of Saldanha Bay with its large breeding populations of seabirds, the varied rocky and sandy shores of the coastal strip, the parabolic coastal dune fields and the terrestrial lowland fynbos communities on calcareous soils form the current extent – some 32 000ha – of the West Coast National Park (WCNP). The area is also extremely rich in fossils up to 5m years in age and reported remains of human occupation in the park date back to the Holocene Age.
Besides the rapidly developing towns of Langebaan, Saldanha and Vredenburg to the north and Yzerfontein to the south, the park is bounded by land used mostly for agriculture or private nature reserves. Following the initial 1985 proclamation, the WCNP has been continually enlarged through the inclusion of state forest, private nature reserves and private farms by acquisition or contractual arrangements. The Park forms the northern core area of the recently established West Coast Biosphere Reserve.
The Park attracts some 100 000 visitors annually, mostly during the spring flower season and over December and Easter. The Park and surrounds offer a diverse array of tourist attractions and recreational activities including: boat trips, camping, recreational diving, water sports, environmental education, hiking, horse riding, bird watching, fishing, fossil tours, scenic drives, game viewing, whale watching wild flower viewing and varied categories of overnight accommodation. The Park management is responsible for maintaining the roads, overnight accommodation, control gates, education facilities, fences, jetties, houses and buildings, offices, houseboats, boardwalks, moorings, ablutions, picnic sites, parking areas, workshops and Park equipment and transport within the WCNP.
Existing and potential threats to the integrity of the Park’s ecosystems and infrastructure include invasive alien plants, alien aquatic invertebrates, unregulated water-based recreational activities and harvesting, oil pollution, water extraction from aquifers and beach erosion.
The Management Policy of the Park is to strive for the well being of the ecological, economic and social environment of the Park.
As with the majority of the SA National Parks, the West Coast National Park is not a profitable body and relies on funding from SANP to cover its losses. However, the Park is making efforts to become profitable by increasing visitors, donations and fundraising through organisations such as the Honorary Rangers; but this is not yet being fully achieved.
WHAT ARE THE MAIN ATTRACTIONS OF THE WCNP?
1. Wild Flowers
The blooming of the wild flowers in August and September attracts a large number of visitors. The WCNP can offer approximately 1000 different types of flowers during this period and both local and overseas visitors come to experience this beautiful phenomenon.
2. Birds
Throughout the year over 260 different species of birds have been seen in the Park area. There are few, if any, areas of this size that can boast this number of species. It is a bird watchers paradise that draws local and overseas visitors throughout the year.
3. Kraalbaai Beach
Kraalbaai Beach is the most popular beach on the West Coast. The reasons for this are: the beautiful scenery; shallow water; the amount of beach exposed to the sun when the tide is out; lack of waves; safe swimming.
4. History
The WCNP is rich in items of historical interest, geological, paleontology and human. For example the Park boasts an extinct volcano that exploded some 500 000 years ago; Eve’s footprints (sand footprints of a woman made some 117 000 years ago); a Dutch Fort – Oudepost; the site of 18th Century sea battles and many other interesting attractions. 
5. Scenery
Magnificent views are offered of mountains, oceans, lagoon, birds, flowers, beaches, waves crashing on the rocks, which are big draw cards for the visitor. 
6. Fauna
A visitor hoping to see the Big Five will be disappointed. These are currently not in the Park. However, there is a wide variety of smaller game to see such as
· Caracal
· Bat Eared Fox
· Duiker
· Grysbok
· Steenbok
In the syndicate-owned Postberg the following are some of the animals to be seen:
· Eland
· Red Hartebeest
· Bontebok
· Gemsbok
· Kudu
· Springbok
· Burchell’s Zebra
· Black Wildebeest
(Postberg is open to the public only in August and September).
Also, many rodents and reptiles are represented.
7. Whales
Whales are becoming an increasingly popular attraction and may be seen on the Atlantic seaboard from July to November as well as in Saldanha Bay. 
8. Hiking
There are several hiking trails that are used throughout the year by hikers (see Appendix 1). These trails do not enter sensitive areas.
9. Accommodation
The Park offers a variety of accommodation from very basic dormitory-style to up-market facilities at Bossieskraal and even houseboats in Kraalbaai (see Appendix 2).
10. School Programmes
The West Coast National Park is very aware of the need to educate people and particularly children on the ecology and the importance of conservation. In partnership with the SANParks socio-ecologists, the Honorary Rangers of the West Coast are actively involved in presenting and assisting in the delivery of eco-educational courses to disadvantaged schoolchildren at the Park. These are 2-3 day courses with active, hands-on field trips, and the children stay over in specially renovated stables at the eco-ed centre.

